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(The sermon below given by Pastor Russell on board S. S. Shinyo Maru, Sunday Dec. 24, 1911, by request of Captain Smith.  This was the start of the trip by the committee appointed to investigate missionary activities in the Orient.  Start of sermon on page 14 of the 1912 Convention Report.)

Our text is chosen from the chapter read, Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

There are many religions and it is a mistake that we have, perhaps, said in the past that there is no religion but one.  A religion would properly be considered: “Any system of worship by which any people recognize the Almighty and seek to do Him honor.”  We are therefore, to recognize the various great religions that are in the world, in the sense that we would not properly ignore them.  We have, for instance, the Confucian teaching, the Brahmin teaching, the Buddhist teaching, the Mohammedan teaching, the Jewish teaching and the Christian teaching.  These all present themselves to us as religious teachings.  They all believe themselves more or less rational; they all believe themselves more or less reasonable.  Every man tries to think that his own theory on any matter is a reasonable theory, and he is proper in so doing.

This morning, in harmony with our text, we propose to compare the religion of Jesus to all other religions.  In the beginning, we state with the Apostle, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”  Whatever may be said of other gospels, we believe, as Christians, that in the Christian religion we have that of which no man need be ashamed.  There may, perhaps, be certain features and forms of certain creeds of which we might be ashamed—they do not come up to our highest ideals.  But the Christian religion, as presented in the Word of God, should be the standard of Christianity, and of that we are not ashamed.  It will compare with all other religions in the world, and come off victorious in every sense of the word.  All of these various religions seem to recognize that man is in an imperfect, unsatisfactory, sinful condition; therefore, each of these religions seek to present certain tenets, or teachings, that will help him up out of his imperfect condition, back into harmony with his God.

If we consider the teachings of the Mohammedans, they have certain qualities which are very advantageous, and other qualities that we could not so highly recommend.  Their endeavor is not to do injury, but to make man better.  Their theory is that mankind are fallen and need lifting up out of their fallen condition.  The same may be said of the Brahmin, the Confucian and the Buddhist.  They are all more or less presentations of what are supposed to be cures for man’s fallen condition, cures for his unsatisfactory attitude.  Some of these religions offer one kind of a penalty for those who will not accept them, and others offer other kinds.  Some offer one kind of reward for those who accept and follow their teachings, while other offer other kinds of rewards.  But all agree that man needs to be elevated and lifted up out of his fallen condition, which is sinful and unsatisfactory.  There seems to be in every man naturally, without any education on the subject, something which tells him that he is not perfect, not in full accord with his own conscience, not in accord with his own highest ideals of the divine mind.  All religions, therefore, recognize this principle of sin and propose remedies therefor.  We see the evidence of these as manifested in their disciples everywhere.  Some seek to crucify the flesh in one form or another—some by flagellations, some by restraints upon the various liberties of life, some by holding their hands in the air for days, seeking to become holy and thus appease their god.  None of these things seem, to our minds, in the light of the gospel of Christ, to be the highest and noblest ideals.  Doubtless all have done some good and uplifted some men out of the degradation in which they were.  Mankind might have been worse off if it had not been for these religions.

But now, if we compare these with the religion of Jesus Christ, we believe everything is to be said in favor of the religion of Christ.  In the first place, all of these religions more or less resemble the Jewish religion, which is of God, and hence all of these religions are all more or less in harmony with God’s proposition.  His proposition to the Jews was, “Do these things and ye shall live,” have everlasting life.  That was the Covenant made by God with them at Mount Sinai at the hands of Moses.  They thought at first that they would surely be lifted up out of sin, because God had given them a law, and by keeping it they would be perfect and be brought into harmony with God.  In this they were mistaken, because, as they found out, that as the centuries passed, none of them were able to keep the law, because it is the measure of the perfect man’s ability, and none of them could measure up to the perfect man.  The Jews found, as the Apostle states it, “By the deeds of the Law shall no flesh be justified in His sight.”  But they found, also, that the Law, instead of perfecting, justifying them and giving them eternal life, the Law brought to them a greater realization of sin than they ever had before, and this was the real blessing of the Law Covenant—it showed them their sinful condition and their inability to lift themselves out of it.  The Jews do not recognize that great fact today, for if they did, they would be crying to God for mercy instead of trying to keep the Law and thus justify themselves.

But the same thing might be said to be true of all the heathen religions.  All offer help by which mankind may make themselves perfect, but none are able to make themselves perfect, and they all realize that they are sinners and imperfect to the last degree.  There is, therefore, nothing that is logical in any of these, because they all start out to claim that a man ought to be perfect, ought to be holy, and are agreed that he is not.  This agrees with the words of God with respect to Israel.  “By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in His sight.”  It agrees with all of these that man is a sinner, that he cannot do the things that he would, that his ideals are to be and are higher than his capacity and ability.  And so St. Paul declares, “We cannot do the things which we would.”

Christianity answers that the reason is that we are fallen creatures, sold under sin.  Who sold us, when and where?  The Bible answers that, “By one man’s disobedience sin entered into the world and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men.”  Death has passed upon the entire race and thus impoverished it mentally, morally and physically, so that now, because of the fall, we cannot do the things which we would like to do.

The Bible tells us that originally Adam was not in our condition, but was perfect and he could do and could keep the divine law perfectly, but that we are sold under sin.  And so the Prophet David expresses that same thought, “I was born in sin, shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”  So we behold, my dear friends, that we are a race of sinners, imperfect mentally, morally and physically; and therefore, unable to keep the divine standard or law.  What, then, does Christianity offer us that no other religion offers us?  Christianity offers us a Saviour, and no other religion offers a Saviour.  Christianity recognizes that the condition came about by one man’s disobedience, Adam, and it sets forth Jesus as the One who redeems man from that death sentence that came upon our first parents, “As by a man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead,” writes St. Paul.  “For as in Adam all die, even so all in Christ shall be made alive,” writes St. Paul—“Every man in his own order.”  Here, then, Christianity has a superiority logically, in that it provides for a satisfaction of divine justice.  All religions say that it is divine justice that is opposed to sin, but Christianity offers a satisfaction for divine justice.  “Christ died for our sins,”  “Gave Himself a ransom for all.”  “He is a propitiation [satisfaction] for our sins [writes the Apostle] and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”  So, then, Christianity is not only more logical, but is more just—it recognizes Divine justice.  We must recognize that if God condemned the world understandingly and truly, as the Great Judge of mankind, there must be some satisfaction of justice ere the Chief Justice of the universe could set aside the penalty and release the culprit.  Man has sinned and the great Chief Justice has passed the sentence, and there is no way to revoke that sentence, except by meeting it.  And so, Christianity sets forth that our Lord Jesus came into the world to meet the penalty, and that He by the grace of God tasted death for every man.

Christianity has another superiority over all other religions, and it is this: That it recognizes a love and compassion upon the part of God that no other religion recognizes.  All these religions do recognize a God, and I claim it makes very little difference whether they call him Allah or Jehovah or some other name; they recognize, we believe, the same one God, but they do not recognize His real traits of character.  They perceive His justice, and their own transgressions of Divine justice, but they do not see the merciful provision that God has made.  Their god is represented by the Chinese idol, which pictures the character of God.  I remember a Chinese banner I once saw—the figure on this banner represented a very demon-like character, and lightning was represented as flashing from his closed fist.  He was a god to be feared, one who would take vengeance upon them.

The God of the Bible, while just, is not a vengeful God, not unkind; but, on the contrary, He is the God of all grace, the Father of mercies, from Whom cometh every good and perfect gift.  And the great gift that He gave is the greatest of all gifts, the gift of His Son for man’s sin, that thus He might offer a satisfaction to His own Justice.  Nor was this at the expense or contrary to the will of the Redeemer; because the Scriptures make clear that it was by virtue of the prize set before our Lord, as we read, “For the joy that was set before Him He endured the cross despising that shame.”

This love of God is not content with merely the provision of the Saviour, and the arrangement that if anybody shall hear and believe he shall be blessed, but this love of God proposes to go still further namely: That he who thus redeems the race shall become the King of earth, and his scepter or rule shall be from sea to sea and from the river to the ends of the earth, until every knee shall bow and every tongue confess to the glory of God, and the knowledge of the Lord shall fill the whole earth as the waters cover the great deep, and every creature shall come to know that there is a God, and that the way He proposes to be just and merciful is through His Son, Who is to be the great Deliverer of the race.

In what way will this great Deliverer come?  This is a part of the gospel, a part of the good tidings—it is through His great Kingdom which He will set up in His own due time.  His Kingdom shall not be merely for the rich, or powerful, but for the poor.  He shall lift up the poor from the dunghill, is a part of the prophecy.  His power and influence shall be the great lifting principle that will level the whole world of mankind.  As the Scriptures declare, all men are on a common level before God, for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God and all are recipients of Divine mercy.  The blessing of the Lord is that all may come back, and when thus brought back to all that was lost in Adam and redeemed by Christ, they will be able to keep the Divine law perfectly and will, therefore, to all eternity be in covenant relation with God.  Those who refuse to enjoy that blessing prepared for them, the Scriptures clearly declare that God has not prepared a place of torment for them, but has provided a second death—“The soul that sinneth it shall die.”  “The wages of sin is death.”

So, then, my dear friends, the gospel of Christ is worldwide.  But, you say, What about the Church?  You have been speaking about the world and what Jesus will do for it.  What about the Church?  Oh, my dear friends, those of us who have experienced the power of this salvation know that as a power it has not lifted us physically to perfection, but has a power that has come into our hearts, into our minds, through faith, by transforming, by converting us, our minds, our wills.  I recognize some in our midst whom I know were once aliens, strangers and foreigners to the Lord, who by a knowledge of the Saviour have become transformed in their lives so that now they are seeking to walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, the Spirit or mind of God, after the Divine will so far as possible according to the Divine law.  Here we see the difference between the Jew under his covenant of law and the Christian under the higher covenant that the Lord has made at the present time.  The Apostle said that the Jew could not do the things that he would, but he declares equally strongly that the righteousness of the Law is fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit.  How, then, is this possible?  Are we better than the Jews?  Are we of less fallen nature than the Jews, and made perfect?  Nay, verily.  The Apostle explains that for the class now called out during this Gospel Age there is a special arrangement in operation, and God deals with these according to their minds, their wills, their intentions, so that under this Covenant of Grace, which we are enjoying, we are counted as fully keeping the Divine Law, the righteousness, the full meaning of the Law is fulfilled in us who are walking not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  Not up to the Spirit, but after the Spirit.  But how could we be fully justified if not able to walk up to the Spirit?  The answer is, that the blood cleanses us and commutes our sins, and he imputes his perfection and righteousness to us so that our best endeavors are accepted in Jehovah’s sight as perfect, for we are justified, not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

Another way in which the Gospel of Christ is superior to all others is that this gospel is world-wide.  No other gospel of which I have knowledge is world-wide.  The Gospel of the Son of God is that “Jesus Christ by the grace of God tasted death for every man,” rich and poor, Jew and Gentile, every nation and people and kindred and tongue.  “There is a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea.”  I know of no other religion that is so unbiased, that recognizes no national lines, that has the thought that we are one race, which sprang from one man, condemned through one man, and redeemed through the man Christ Jesus, and that all are to have a blessing—no other religion under the sun.

The religion of Christ, of which we are not ashamed, is best in this that it is the most God-like religion, because of its breadth, because of its justice, because of its impartiality, because of its love, its goodness and merciful qualities; it shows forth as does no other religion the Justice, Wisdom, Love and Power of Jehovah, our God.  To Him be glory and honor and dominion forever.
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EAR FRIENDS: We arespleased that it is the Lord’s will we should send out
this, the TWELFTH SOUVENIR CONVENTION REPORT of notes
from the International Bible Students’ General Conventions for 1912, and we do
so with a prayer that it may be a real blessing, as we have abundant evidence
that the others have been. We have received many letters from those who, for
various reasons, are unable to attend these grand convention feasts—some
because they are too poor financially, others who are too aged, others who are
invalids some who are too deaf, and others because of inharmony in their homes
and whose family affairs interfere—all of which have seemed to us to be indica-
tions from the Lord that we who are permitted to attend these conventions, which we believe
the Lord himself is arranging, through his servant and channel, should gather as many crumbs
as possible and take or send to the dear ‘“‘stay-at-homes.’’

We wish to urge, however, that none remain at home, thinking they will get it all in the
Convention Report. While we do all we can to gather the crumbs upon which to feast our minds,
it is impossible to bring to you the blessings of fellowship, which come only to those who can attend
in person. These are real experiences and all we can do is to tell you about them, but cannot
experience them for you. You must ‘‘taste and see.”

We are unable to visit you in person to tell you individually of all the good things we heard,
the bright eyes and glad faces we saw, and the hearty hand-shakes we experienced, but we are
glad to use the printing press, the railway trains, mail and express systems, etc., which the Lord
has provided for the harvest period in which we are now living. This we are endeavoring to do
to his glory and to the edification and blessing of his people.

We feel that Brother Russell expressed our sentiments exactly, when he said, in 3 Farewell
Address: :

“T will trust then, dear friends, that you have made progress, and as you go from here to
your homes, that you will carry blessings with you to the other dear friends there, many of them
just as sincere as ourselves, and their hearts’ sympathies and prayers have been with us I know,
and many letters tell us so. As you go back to your homes I wish you would carry, among other
things, my love to the dear ones at home. Tell them they were remembered here every day; that we
were of those who were favored with the opportunity and means to come, and we thought of the

others who were not thus highly favored, not thus highly privileged; and that while we were drink-

ing at the fountain of grace and truth we were hoping and praying that some blessing would
extend out to them; and then, in harmony with those prayers and those desires, that you go
to your homes and try to unfold to others some of the blessings that you have received. As
your cup has been. filled, may it continue to overflow, like the widow's cruse of oil, you remem-
ber. They brought vessles and poured the oil into them until they were filled, and then more
were filled, and they kept bringing more vessels and they were filled; and so it is with God's holy
Spirit: If we shall as vessels of the Lord go from here full of the Spirit of the Lord, may his
blessings be with us so that these shall overflow upon all the dear ones with whom we come in
contact, that they may have a share of these blessings. God, who is'rich in grace, 1s able thus
to provide for those afar off as well as for those who are near."” -

This Report is in no sense of the word a publication or write-up of our own sayings, but it
is a report of the utferances of “that servant,” and his “fellow servants” to the ‘household
of faith.”” - Therefore, as this Report goes forth, it is with the prayer that it may be blessed of
the Lord, without whom no work shall progress. 5

Other conventions have been held this year than those reported heréin, but we were unable
to be present atsthem all. We had some hopes of securing notes through others, of those conven-
tions, but our hopes were not realized. While we realize that this work is far from perfect, yet
we trust it is sufficiently full to enable us to keep these things before our minds. -

We wish to express our thanks and appreciation of the services of any who have assisted in
making this report possible.

Finally, we trust it may be used of the Lord to stimulate its readers to a more careful and
faithful reading of the Bible, Dawns and Towers, more frequent attendance at class meetings,
and conventions, “assembling together;’ and that all may be encouraged to greater activity

and zeal in this glorious “‘harvest work.” Yours in HIS service,
; Dr. L. W. JONES,

3003 Walnut Street, Chicago, IlL., U. 8. A,
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